
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-21 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL, TEXAS AMENDING 
SECTION 8-124 OF ITS CODE OF ORDINANCES TO REMOVE THE 
USE OF THE TERM “SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL PLATTED 
LOT” AND REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE ONE-ACRE 
REQUIREMENT BE CALCULATED WITHOUT REGARD TO 
IMPROVEMENTS EXISTING ON THE PROPERTY; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF AN AMOUNT NOT 
TO EXCEED $2,000 FOR EACH DAY OF VIOLATION OF ANY 
PROVISION HEREOF, MAKING FINDINGS OF FACT; AND 
PROVIDING FOR OTHER RELATED MATTERS. 

 
 * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Tomball, Texas has determined it to be in 

the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens to remove the term “single-

family residential platted lot” from Section 8-124 of it Code of Ordinances; now, therefore: 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL, 
TEXAS: 
 
 Section 1. The facts and matters contained in the preamble to this ordinance are 

hereby found to be true and correct. 

 Section 2. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Tomball, Texas is hereby amended 

by deleting from Section 8-124, Keeping Restricted, of Article III, Livestock, of Chapter 8, 

Animals, the language struckthrough below, Section 8-124 to read as follows: 

“Section 8-124. - Keeping restricted. 
 
With the exception of agricultural science project centers that are approved by 
city council, the following restrictions shall apply to all livestock kept within the 
city:  
 
(1) All livestock kept on land which is immediately adjacent to a single-

family residence or a single-family residential platted lot shall be kept in a 
stable, shed or pen, or a fenced pasture, which stable, shed, pen or fenced 
pasture shall be at least 100 feet distant from every such single-family 
residence or single-family residential platted lot.  
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(2)  No livestock shall be kept in any pasture or on any lot which is less than 
one acre (43,560 square feet) in area. The maximum number of animals 
kept per one-acre area shall not exceed one per acre.  

 
(3)  For the purposes of determining whether or not the property contains one 

acre in area, any areas containing a single-family residence or other 
building, swimming pool or structure, shall not be taken into 
consideration. The one acre must be devoted entirely to pasture land. 

  
(43)  If a single-family residence is constructed adjacent to an area where 

livestock are being kept, the owner of the livestock shall have 60 days in 
which to comply with the terms of this section. If a tract or parcel of land 
adjacent to an area where livestock are being kept is platted in single-
family residential lots, the owner of the livestock shall have 60 days in 
which to comply with the terms of this section.” 

 
Section 3. In the event any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase, provision, 

sentence, or part of this Ordinance or the application of the same to any person or circumstance 

shall for any reason be adjudged invalid or held unconstitutional by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, it shall not affect, impair, or invalidate this Ordinance as a whole or any part or 

provision hereof other any part or provision hereof other than the part declared to be invalid or 

unconstitutional; and the City Council of Tomball, Texas, declares that it would have passed 

each and every part of the same notwithstanding the omission of any and every part of the same 

notwithstanding the omission of any such part thus declared to be invalid or unconstitutional, or 

whether there be one or more parts. 

Section 4. Any person who shall intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with 

criminal negligence violate any provision of this Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction, shall be fined in an amount not to exceed $2,000.  Each day 

of violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
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FIRST READING: 
 
READ, PASSED, AND APPROVED AS SET OUT BELOW AT THE MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL HELD ON THE 6TH DAY OF JULY 2020. 
 
   COUNCILMAN FORD      AYE      
   COUNCILMAN STOLL     AYE      
   COUNCILMAN DEGGES       AYE        
   COUNCILMAN TOWNSEND    AYE      
   COUNCILMAN KLEIN QUINN    AYE       
 
SECOND READING: 
 
READ, PASSED, AND APPROVED AS SET OUT BELOW AT THE MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL HELD ON THE 20TH DAY OF JULY 2020. 
 
   COUNCILMAN FORD      AYE       
   COUNCILMAN STOLL     AYE       
   COUNCILMAN DEGGES       AYE         
   COUNCILMAN TOWNSEND    AYE       
   COUNCILMAN KLEIN QUINN    AYE        
 
 
 

  Gretchen Fagan   
Gretchen Fagan, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
  Doris Speer    
Doris Speer, City Secretary 
  
 


